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Module Aims: 

 
The module aims to provide an opportunity for students to undertake a literature review and 
to present their review in the form of a written report and oral presentation. 

 

 
 

Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 

1. Critically analyse and justify an area of educational practice worthy of future research, 
in the light of published research. 

2. Conduct a comprehensive literature search within the selected area of education 
research. 

3. Write a structured literature review within that selected area of education research. 
4. In the light of the literature review, identify and develop an argument supporting the 

line of research they propose to undertake. 
 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 

 research methodology skills; 

 literature review; 

 scholarly activity to support development of own practice; 

 analysis, critical thinking and writing skills 

 presentation skills. 

 
 
 

 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 

1. Two assessments will be undertaken by the participants.  The first assignment 
requires participants to write a literature review following a literature search related to 
their research methods proposal.  A summative review of this module will then be 
included in the research for publication assignment (3000 words).  

 
2. Following completion of the literature review, participants will be required to present a 

synopsis to their peers and the module tutor(s) with an outline of their refined research 
questions informed by the literature review, for the second assessment.  This will go 
towards the final assessment mark for this module (1000 words equivalent). The 
presentation will be of 10 minutes duration and must cover the elements listed above. 

 
 
 
 
 



Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 
 

1-3 Literature Review 
75%  

3000 

2 
 

4 Presentation 
25%  

10 minutes 

 
 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
The module will be delivered using an interactive, reflective approach drawing upon the 

experiences of the participants.  The strategies to be adopted will include tutor directed 

sessions, workshops, simulation, video-tapes, seminars and supported self-study based on 

learners’ review of literature. Peer learning and peer review are important aspects of this 

module.  The use of the VLE (Virtual Learning Environment) is also encouraged through 

interactive activities, forums and discussion groups. 

 
 

Syllabus outline: 

 the purposes of literature reviews; 

 selecting sources of data for literature research; 

 evaluation of data sources generated by literature searching; 

 advanced Internet search techniques; 

 reading and analytical techniques in literature searching; 

 identifying chains of research themes; 

 reading literature sources for credibility; 

 structuring literature reviews. 
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